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Welcome to the Wonderful Wor.d

Almost of Australian bird species are
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In June they sit on top of the world in Giberia or Alaska The bre
where they raise their chicks. They go there because the /v 5 shoxebir
Artic summers are short but fhe days are looocooooons.
For the 6 weeks of summer the sun hardly ever sets so A™
the birds can feed 24+ hours a day.
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Once fine chicks are grown Up everybody leaves because 'T”
snow and ice will soon return to the Arctic.

Red-necked Stint

On their way fo Australia, shorebirds first hop, skip and jump adlong the coast of
China or Japan. They may drop by Thailand and an Indonesian island or two
before landing in Australia. This way they can spend the summer holidays with you
on the beach. ' .
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l Pacific Golden Plover l
Thhe route they travel is called the East Asian- ( >
Australasian Flyway - a highway for birds. One
round trip on fne flyway is about 20 000km and
migratory shorebirds do it every year. Not bad for

a bird half the size of a chocolate bar!

Sanderling

=

Before flying to the Arctic to breed, migratory shorebirds put on colourful
feathers that blend in perfectly with the summer vegetation there. This is
called their breeding plumage. On their way back to Australia, when
they are getting ready for a relaxing life on beaches and mudfiats, they grow
grey and brown feathers. Their non-breeding plumage makes them
really well camouflaged and almost invisible to predators. Shorebirds really do
know how to dress for the occasion.

| Double-banded Plover I

Double-banded Plovers ﬂ

are different because
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NTH CHUKOTKA RUSSIA KAMCHATKA, RUSSIA BOHAI BAY, CHINA
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stop-over locations &

Scientists and birdwatchers keep an
eye on shorebirds by giving them funky
coloured leg flags. Each location has
its own unique colour combination

so that anyone who sees a flagged
shorebird can tell exactly where it was
given its flag(s)- a bit like a stamp
in your passport when you travel.

CAMBODIA VIETNAM

NORTHERN TERRITORY

5

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

NEW SOUTH WALES

On the opposite page there is a
table with different combinations
of legflags from various locations.
Each combination has been assigned a
letter. To complete the mystery phrase
| below the table, you just need to
follow the three shorebirds as they
travel through the flyway and match
| each re-fueling stop with the legflag
Sroralhy - | location to find the missing letters.
orebirds
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CAN YOU WORK OUT WHICH SHOREBIRDS "
MAKE UP THIS CRAZY LOOKING BIRD?

Use your shorebird ID
booklet or a field guide to

help you find which parts
belong to which shorebird

Make your own FRANKEN-SHOREBIRD and send us
vour drawings by the end of April 2013 and be in the
draw fo win a pair of you very own BINOCULARS

oh World Migratory Bird Day (11-12 May)

: e
B\““S BFB g“ They let you see everything 8 or 10 times
closer M they are really easy to use

Before you start birdwatching make sure you set them up properly e
A= The smdll lenses on fop are called the eye pieces @ If you are not
wearing glasses or sunnies fwist fhem out @ Now you can put the binos
K around your neck and go exploring e If you spot a bird point your
binos af it and look through ® Chances are it will look blurry, but that
x is easy to fix @ Turn fhe central wiheel to the left or right until fhe bird
A ,\‘-looks clear ® Now you can make eye contact with a M ‘Uﬁ’b bird

NEVER Look 1nTO

THE SUN WITH YOUR

BINOCULARS, IT WILL
11 \
HURT YOUR EYES! .“‘“,\

When you see a bird, ask gourselF:

;‘\“ e What is its main colour?
What are its special markings?

’\« e« Does it have special behaviour?

e Do you recognize its call?

« s it small, medium or big? WHAT FEATURE CAN YoU USE
To IDENTIFY THIS BIRD?

if it is the size of a Raven...

then it is BIG

if it is the size of a Fairy-wren...

then it is SMALL
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BirdLife Australia’s Shorebirds 2020 program has lots of fun online
‘47 resources to help you learn more about shorebirds. Email us to
s receive a free poster, id booklet or badge: shorebirds@birdlife.org.au

You can also practice shorebird counting and identification
using our FUN shorebird game. Go to: http:/www.birdlife.
org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020/educational-material

There are many places in Australia where you can see

shorebirds. Contact shorebirds@birdlife.org.au or your
local BirdLife Australia Branch if you want to find out
o when the next fieldtrip or workshop takes place.
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